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reigning Queen is in it too." How strangely this episode
reads to-day; yet at the time it was common enough
in the ranks of the Tory party. It was only a few years
earlier that a widespread conspiracy was afloat among the
men who called themselves the True Blues of their party
to shut out the Princess Victoria from the throne and
substitute the Duke of Cumberland for the succession.
How* far this conspiracy extended will not perhaps be
fully known in our day; but in point of absolute loyalty
to the person of the sovereign it is probable that the
" rebel" Chartists at the time had a good deal more of
it than had some of the supporters of Church and State
who were so anxious to shoot them down.

Placed thus between the devil of the classes and the
deep sea of the masses it is easy to surmise that Napier
had no pleasant berth in this his first command as a
general officer. Frequently we find him regretting his
refusal of the Australian appointment two years earlier,
and picturing to himself a land where men worked in
the open air instead of in collieries or factories, a land
where taxes were light and people were contented, and
the grades of life were not marked by terrible extremes.
Here are a few thoughts from his journal, worth in their
plain truth and honest judgment many tons weight of
the rubbish which the political economists of that time
and since have poured forth to the world. "I was
mad," he writes in August, 1839, "not to go out as
governor of Australia. I could have founded there a
great kingdom, with a systematic education, annual
parliaments, and the abolition of the law of primogeni-
ture as regards land. I would have*so ruled Australia
that the land should never have been thus collected."